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“The Community College is an exciting and stimulating place to 

learn, one that treats all students as individuals, challenges and 

actively supports them, and provides the widest range of  educational 

opportunities possible. 

 

It is a safe and tolerant society, which operates on the basis of  

mutual respect, with high expectations of  conduct, a high regard for 

moral courage and teamwork. It is a place that supports, and is 

supported by, its local community, but also seeks to develop students’  

understanding of  the wider world, where creativity, adventure and 

new ideas are encouraged. 

 

 We believe the best way to prepare our young people for the future is 

to encourage high aspirations, help them achieve outstanding results 

and develop the necessary skills and attributes to be the best that they 

can.” 

The Community College  

Governing Body 

‘To succeed, to care, to inspire’ 
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‘‘...school is at the heart of the local community’’ 

Ofsted 2018 



Welcome to The Community College 

We are a proud and very successful 11-16 school situated in 

Bishop's Castle covering a wide geographical area, with 

children from more than 20 English and Welsh primary 

schools.  

Exam results and in-year progress are very strong across the 

school, with most of  our subjects performing far above 

national averages. Our most recent Ofsted inspection 

confirmed the school as Good and stated that our excellent 

reputation for achievement and inclusion was because the 

staff  care passionately about the well-being of  our students.  

Excellent teaching and learning is always at the heart of  

everything we do. We know our students very well and 

provide a rich and rewarding environment in which all 

abilities, including the more able, are encouraged and 

supported to achieve their very best. This is a school that 

welcomes its parents and is well supported by them.  

Thank you for considering our school as the place for your 

child to continue their education. We hope that you find this 

prospectus helpful and informative. All of  us associated with 

The Community College are proud of  what we have created 

and we would be delighted if  you decided to join us. 
 

Your sincerely, 

     

 

Reuben Thorley   Clare Russell and Peter Sargent 

  Headteacher    Chair of Governors 

‘‘...strong and effective leadership and have built a committed staff team’’ 

Ofsted 2018 
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Achieving Success ‘‘...positive learning culture’’ 

Ofsted 2018 

Progress 8 Score +0.5 
(Average in a ‘good’ school is +0.07) 

Attainment 8 Score 

(average grade achieved ) 
5.2 

5 or more grades at 4 and above  

(including English & Mathematics) 
73% 

Grade 5 and above in Maths 54% 

Grade 5 and above in English 68% 

52% of all students achieved at least one grade at 7 or above 

Students in 2020 have performed very well indeed.  The Progress 8 figure of  0.5 

shows that our students achieved results that were on average 0.5 of  a grade 

higher than students across the country with similar prior attainment.  

 

In the majority of  the our GCSE subjects The Community College students 

achieve more GCSEs at grades 5 and above compared to both national and 

Shropshire figures. 
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‘‘...good reputation for achievement and inclusion’’ 

Ofsted 2018 



 In 2020 more than 50% of  the students studying Triple Sciences achieved a Grade 7 or 

better. 

All students studying Triple Science, Art, and ICT achieved a Grade 4 or better.  
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At The Community College we offer students an 

innovative, broad and balanced curriculum which meets 

the needs of  individuals whilst creating the best conditions for all 

our  students to excel and succeed to the best of  their ability. 

 

We have a highly qualified and committed team of  specialist teachers and support staff  

who work together for the benefits of  the students.  

 

Key Stage 3: 

Students in Years 7-9 study the following subjects: 

English  ●   Science  ●   Mathematics  ●   Design and Technology  ●   French ●   

Spanish   ●   Art  ●   Humanities  (History, Geography)  ●   Computing  ●   Drama  ●   

Music  ●   Physical Education  ●   IAG (Information, Advice & Guidance) 

 

All students study French and many students will also have the chance to study 

Spanish; others will be given additional support with their literacy and numeracy. In 

addition, all subjects look for opportunities to extend and deepen students learning by 

organising academic visits, external speakers and getting involved in local/national 

competitions.  

The Curriculum 

“ ...pupils handle challenge well because their behaviour for learning is 

mature and their relationships with teachers are strong.’’ 

Ofsted 2018 
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Key Stage 4: 

In Years 10-11 we offer students further opportunities within the   curriculum. 

Students must study English, Maths, Science, PE and IAG, but they also have a 

choice from a wide range of  optional subjects covering both traditional academic 

subjects at GCSE and vocational areas such as Engineering and ICT. Most students 

will also take a language at GCSE. A full list of  the Key Stage 4 courses currently on 

offer is as follows: 

 

Art and Design    Drama     English Language    English Literature     Food 

Preparation and Nutrition    French    Geography    History    ICT   

Mathematics    Media Studies     Music    Physical Education    Resistant 

Materials    Combined Science (Trilogy)    Spanish   Triple Science (Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics)   

 

In Year 10, students will participate in work experience for two weeks and 

throughout Years 10 and 11 there are opportunities to visit different universities and 

other careers’ events both in and out of  school. 

 

With our extensive programme of  learning outside the classroom, encompassing 

everything from visits linked to curriculum areas to residential trips which 

encourage confidence and independence, our curriculum offers a wide range of  

opportunities for every student. 

6 



The Subjects 
“We strive to ensure that students better understand 

the world they’re living in, to appreciate and come to 

love its diversity, challenge and beauty.” 

English 

We encourage our students to become confident, independent learners through a wide 

range of  individual, paired and group activities.  These activities are designed to assess 

students on the three skills areas in English: Speaking and Listening, Reading and 

Writing. Students will: 

 study a range of  non-fiction and literary texts; 

 develop their ability to speak and listen in a variety of  different contexts including 

discussion, presentation and role play; 

 write creatively as well as for ‘real-life’ contexts. 

Morals, Ethics and Philosophy 

This is delivered to all year groups, through the IAG 

programme. A philosophical approach is used to 

engage students, offering them the opportunity to 

consider for themselves the role Religious Education 

plays in the 21st century and its place in the modern 

world. 
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Geography 

We stimulate a sense of  curiosity and wonder, 

through the examination of  a range of  topics 

including volcanoes and earthquakes, weather 

and climate, population and migration, water conflict and eco-systems. Students gain an 

understanding about their role as a global citizen. 



Music 

 

We generate an appreciation of  music in all 

our students through the integrated 

activities of  listening,  performing and 

composing. Students build self  esteem 

through being a member of  one of  the 

many instrumental or vocal ensembles. 

Languages 

 

We develop students’ French skills in an encouraging 

and practical way.  They can also experience French 

life by taking part in one of  our trips to France.  

 

Students in Years 8 and 9 will have the opportunity 

to study Spanish and may continue their studies to 

GCSE level. 

‘‘...teachers ask challenging questions, push 

pupils to think and work hard…’’ 

Ofsted 2018 
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Art 

Art and Design provides a fantastic 

opportunity to foster professional practice. 

Students follow GCSE style projects in Key 

Stage 3; they are encouraged to develop 

ideas and creativity independently. 

Drama 

Drama is a creative and 

challenging subject, allowing 

students to develop technical 

performance skills and to work 

confidently with others. 

Students regularly rehearse, 

perform and evaluate pieces of  

d r ama  and  a re  g iven 

opportunities to perform in 

whole school productions. 

“ Pupils display positive attitudes to school 

because of the positive working  

relationships provided by your staff  ” 

Ofsted 2018 
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History 

We take students on a captivating journey through history.  Students develop essential 

history skills to explore Medieval England and the Wider World, History of  Slavery and the  

ramifications of  its legacy, World War I and the Rise of  the Third Reich, World War II, the 

Cold War and the makings of  Modern Britain. 



“We aim to inspire all students with a passion for inquiry, where 

curiosity and creativity are valued and nurtured to promote truly 

autonomous learners. These are students who, irrespective of  their 

starting point, relish challenge, think critically and are self-

evaluative.” 

Science 

 

Science is an opportunity for all 

students to develop their innate 

curiosity through an appreciation 

of  the extent of  human 

knowledge, discovery and 

end eavou r,  a nd  t h roug h 

application of  the scientific 

method. We encourage learning 

through problem solving and 

discovery. 
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“We set challenging targets with high expectations of  our 

students, using a variety of  learning approaches to engage and 

motivate whilst requiring  active participation.” 

Mathematics 

 

Students will learn through 

practical exercises, theoretical 

investigations and ICT based 

virtual learning experiences. 

They will actively develop their 

skills to approach problems 

systematically, learning to choose 

a p p r op r i at e  we l l  h o n e d 

techniques. 

ICT 

 

ICT is a relevant, stimulating and motivating 

subject that develops students skills using 

multimedia, real-life applications and projects 

which will prepare students to aspire to the     

demands of  modern ICT technology in all aspects 

of  life. 
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Physical Education 

 

A challenging, practical, team-working 

subject area which incorporates 

traditional school sports such as hockey 

and football, plus a variety of  modern 

sports across both key stages. 

 

There are fun clubs available at lunch 

times for all abilities and after school 

clubs for school teams and squad training 

sessions.  The College annual sports’ day 

takes place in July and all parents are 

welcome to support this event.  Students 

benefit from having use of  the SpArC 

leisure centre facilities during the school 

day. 

“ ...pupils can work productively, either alone 

or in groups, for sustained periods of time.” 

Ofsted 2018 
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Technology 

 

Students gain practical life skills through our Food and 

Resistant Materials courses. They have a chance to design, 

make and evaluate work to meet the philosophy of  finding 

environmentally friendly solutions to everyday problems. 
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Transition Programme 
At The Community College we work closely with our primary school colleagues to 

make sure transition from primary to secondary school is as smooth as possible.  

  

Although many primary school pupils are already regular visitors to The College, for 

Year 6 pupils we have a full liaison programme with the aim of  providing a seamless 

progression for all students. This programme includes sample days and taster sessions, 

specialist teaching and learning projects, and visits to all primary schools by senior 

staff  to speak to pupils and their teachers about their work. We also offer additional 

sessions for those students who might find transition more difficult than others and 

there is close liaison early on between our Special Educational Needs staff  and primary 

school teachers/families.  

  

We believe the more we know about our students and the more familiar the child is 

with their new surroundings, the better their start in their new school.   

  

“ ...growing in popularity with parents”    

Ofsted 2018 
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“ A strong culture of safeguarding exists. ”   

Ofsted 2018 

In the summer term we hold two formal Induction Days, 

where students take part in two days of  learning at The 

College, with the second afternoon usually given over to 

sports. On the evening of  the second induction day 

parents/carers are invited to meet their child's Head of  

House.   

The College continues to work closely with its primary 

schools. Some of  the events we have held in the past have 

included: fortnightly lessons and tours for primary 

pupils; sports training and festivals; science projects; an 

engineering challenge;  primary enrichment days.  An 

increasing number of  our older students are directly 

involved in supporting Key Stage 1 and 2 development. 

At the Community College we have four traditional 

‘houses’, and a partially vertical coaching group system 

(KS3 groups and KS4 groups).  Whereas houses are 

particularly good at promoting competition, a partially 

vertical coaching  system allows us to focus on ensuring 

all students are properly supported and can make 

outstanding progress.  Coaching groups are an excellent 

way of  working; they are made up of  between 16-22 

students of  varying ages (many schools have vertical 

groups but these are usually 25-30 students) and these 

smaller numbers with a focus on one Key Stage allow us 

to treat each student as an individual, supporting, 

challenging and intervening as necessary. A key part of  

the role of  a Learning Coach is linking academic support 

and guidance with a thorough knowledge of  each child, 

and coaching conversations with individuals are a regular 

part of  their work. Learning Coaches are also a key point 

of  contact for parents, and vice versa. 

Student Support 
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“...care passionately 

about the well-being of 

pupils, who are polite, 

considerate and 

cooperative.”     

   Ofsted 2018 

“ Inspiring, 

motivating and 

engaging 

teaching.” 

Parent 2017 

The pastoral development provided to students 

by the Head of  House and Coach is enhanced by 

the students support staff  who provide additional 

interventions relating to mental health, wellbeing 

and behaviour. Our ELSA trained staff  and school 

counsellor can work with individual students to 

support them through issues so that they are able 

to maintain engagement with their education.  
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“ ...teachers 

prepare lessons 

which meet 

specific needs 

of pupils...” 

Ofsted 2018 

Attitude to Learning 

The College has a regular reporting system to parents which, rather than commenting on 

their child’s behaviour, effort and homework, looks more in-depth at their ‘Readiness to 

Learn’, ‘Participation’ and ‘Independence’. These are our ‘Attitudes to Learning’, the 

criteria for which were co-constructed with our students and are unique to us. We think 

that if  we can make sure a student’s attitude to learning is right, then success will 

inevitably follow. Parents receive a report from each subject on these ‘Attitudes to 

Learning’ four times a year and, coupled with estimated grades and progress measures, we 

find these give everyone a much better understanding of  how a young person is 

performing. 

“ ...pupils know 

how to draw on 

prior learning to 

deepen their 

understanding.’’ 

Ofsted 2018 
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Extra-Curricular and Educational Trips 
  

The school offers a wide range of  extra-curricular activities and sports clubs/fixtures.  

There are also numerous day and  residential visits, both home and abroad, academic and 

social. We believe visits are an excellent way to broaden the minds of  our young people 

and that common experience brings all of  us closer together. Be it London, France, Spain, 

Tanzania, New York, Poland, Stratford, Outward Bound or simply ice-skating in Telford, 

staff  give over a huge amount of  time organising and running events, and these are 

always well supported by students and families.  

Iceland 

Aspiration Friday 

Year 7 Camp 

Year 8 France 
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A sixth student visit to our link school Macechu in 

Tanzania took place in October 2019 with a further visit 

in 2022 being planned.  Students, staff, parents and local 

businesses raised funds for two return visits by Tanzanian 

students to Bishop’s Castle which was a great success in 

June 2018 and June 2019.  

We also provide a fortnightly ‘Enrichment’ afternoon for all students. This is a wonderful 

addition to our curriculum, when all staff  and students take part in a variety of  

enrichment activities which allow students to focus on hobbies, interests or sports that 

cannot always be accessed within the normal curriculum. Students select an activity each 

term. The enrichment activities on offer at present are:  

Fencing · Film Making · Podcasts · Woodlands · Science Club · Zumba · Public Service · 

Horse Riding · Football ·  Reading with Primary Schools  · Art Club · First Aid · Chess · 

Expressive Arts · Cookery · Swimming · Walking · Hockey · Exam Skills 

“ Pupils are equally appreciative of the pastoral support offered to them 

when they need it and say they feel safe. ” 

Ofsted 2018 
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Student Voice 
Students help in a myriad of  different ways around school, often making a significant 

contribution to the way the school is run and what we provide; they are an invaluable 

asset and accepting responsibility is great for their development. 

 

The College Senate is our school council, led by the Head Boy and Head Girl and is 

made up of  student leaders from Year 8 to 11. It represents the voice of  students at the 

highest levels and plays a major role in deciding school policy. Every year the group 

grows in autonomy, so much so that this year the Headteacher is only occasionally 

‘requested’ to attend. The Head Boy and Head Girl are elected representatives of  the 

student body and are the leadership for the school Prefects. 

 

Other students are involved in fund-raising for charities: working with our primary 

school children; supporting as a subject specialist; undertaking eco-projects; or helping 

to raise money for SpArC. Coaching time also allows students of  all ages to support each 

other and all younger students take a turn at being the Community Helper, assisting the 

Administrative Team. Our Sport Captains work closely with the PE staff  and organise 

teams for inter-house competitions, and our Health Champions have conducted 

pioneering work on mental health, writing lesson plans for teachers and  delivering their 

own assemblies. 

 

Students’ views on teaching and learning are also very important to us and these are 

sampled through our Focus Weeks and through regular student voice interviews.  Many 

a good idea has come from the student body and we believe these opportunities, and 

others, are a very positive way to involve students in our school. 

“ You have helped me to raise a confident, well-rounded young man.” 

Parent 2017 
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Uniform 
Our students are ambassadors of  The College and are expected 

to dress and behave in a way that reflects the standards we seek 

to achieve. 

Our Uniform: 

· Black blazer with embroidered College emblem. 

· White open necked cotton shirt/blouse tucked in. 

· Plain black V neck sweater embroidered with red College emblem. 

· Plain black knee length regulation skirt or plain black regulation trousers. 

· Sensible totally black leather or leather type shoes – no trainers or canvas shoes. 

· Dark socks or tights. 

Outdoor Wear: Genuine outdoor coat, waterproof  or fleece with full zip (no large logo on 

back or front). No hoodies. 

Jewellery, Hair and Make-up: One pair of  ear studs is allowed.  

No other jewellery, make-up,  facial piercing, wrist bands are to be worn.   

A simple hair band or slide is permitted to tie hair back. 

 PE Kit: 

·   Black football shorts, red football/hockey socks, football/ hockey boots. 

· Red and black shirt with College logo, shin pads, gum shield, plain black tracksuit. 

· Indoor trainers with non-marking soles. 

· Trunks /One-piece swimming costume. 

Additional PE Kit - Boys (Optional): Red and black long-sleeved rugby shirt 

All uniform is available from: 

Constructiv Clothing, Unit 50 Mochdre Ind. Estate, 

Newtown, Powys SY16 4LE  

Tel: 01686 610890   

Email: enquiries@constructiv.co.uk  

Webiste: www.constructiv.co.uk 

 

On Year 6 Induction days, during the Summer Term, uniform will be available. School 

blazers, shirts, blouses, jumpers and PE Kit can be purchased from The College shop. 

“ ...staff deal 

promptly with rare 

occurrences of 

bullying. ” 

Ofsted 2018 

mailto:enquiries@constructiv.co.uk
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Transport 

Students currently travel to The College using a variety of  means including service buses, cars, 

taxis, bikes and on foot.  The existing bus links to and from the school are very good and provide 

access from a number of  areas in and around Bishop’s Castle. For more information on the bus 

routes currently operating to and from school please contact The College main reception and ask 

to speak to Mrs J Owen. 

Shropshire Council is responsible for providing transport for students who reside in the 

catchment area and in Shropshire.  Enquiries about entitlement to, and applications for transport 

to and from The College should be addressed to: 

https://shropshire.gov.uk/school-transport 

Email: schooltransport@shropshire.gov.uk 

Telephone: 345 678 9008 
 

Powys County Council is responsible for providing transport for students who reside in the 

catchment area and in Powys (Churchstoke).  Enquiries about entitlement to, and applications for, 

transport to and from The College should be directed to: 

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/3879/Apply-for-school-transport 

Email: buses@powys.gov.uk.  

Telephone 01597 826678 

 

Please ensure you apply for transport from Shropshire Council or Powys County Council when 

you complete your student application. 

Six transport services operate for students resident in Powys but who live outside the 

catchment area.   

Please contact The College for further 

details. 

 A coach collects students from Knighton. 

 A minibus collects students from Dutlas and 

Knucklas. 

 A minibus collects students from Leighton, 

Forden and Hendomen. 

 A minibus collects students from Gorunddu, 

Llandyssil, Hendomen and Montgomery. 

 A further minibus collects students from 

Montgomery town. 

 Also, a coach collects students from  Berriew, 

Abermule, Llanmerewig, Kerry and Sarn. 
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How to apply 
The Community College is an open access community school catering for children aged between 

11 and 16.  The admissions policy is determined by Shropshire Council, which is the Admissions 

Authority for all Community and Voluntary Controlled schools in Shropshire. 

 

If  you live in Shropshire, applications are  made via Shropshire Council’s website:      

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/school-admissions/ 

All enquiries regarding admissions should be addressed to:  

Admissions Team, Shropshire Council, Shirehall, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. SY2 6ND. 

Tel: 0345 678 9008 

Email: school-admissions@shropshire.gov.uk 

www.shropshire.gov.uk 

 

If  you live in surrounding counties or across the border in Wales, you will need to first 

apply to Shropshire Council using the link above and then inform your local council, who will 

then communicate with Shropshire Council regarding your application.  Please indicate on the 

Powys County Council application that you have applied for a place at The Community College 

Bishop’s Castle.  Applications from outside of  the immediate catchment area are very common 

and openly welcomed. 

 

Residents moving to Shropshire 

If  you are planning to move to Shropshire around the time that your child would like to enrol, 

please contact the Admissions Team at Shropshire Council. 

“ We are incredibly impressed.” 

Parent 2018 



 

  

    Email: admin@communitycollegebc.org.uk 

           www.ccbcshropshire.com 

 

Images contained in this document were taken both prior and during the Covid19 restrictions. 

The Community College,  

Bishop’s Castle, Brampton Road,  

Shropshire, SY9 5AY 

 


